
Badisa calls on South Africans to support Poppie Project 
for Child Protection Week 2025 

 

Cape Town - This year, National Child Protection Week will be commemorated from 29 May 
to 5 June across South Africa under the theme “Every conversation matters”, with a specific 
focus on encouraging open dialogue and collective action in giving every child a fair and safe 
start in life. This annual campaign seeks to raise awareness of children’s rights as reflected in 
the South African Constitution and the Children’s Act (Act No. 38 of 2005).  

In support of this crucial cause, Badisa invites individuals, schools, and businesses to take 
part in its annual Poppie Project, an initiative that gives voice to the stories of vulnerable 
children across the country. 

Says Annemarie Bezuidenhout, Director of Marketing and Fundraising at Badisa, “The Poppie 
Project uses handmade ragdolls, known as “Poppies,” to represent children whose lives have 
been shaped by hardship, but who have also experienced hope, healing, and protection 
through Badisa’s care.” 

READ MORE: Poppie Project: A story of creativity, compassion and collaboration 

Child abuse in South Africa 

Child abuse statistics in South Africa paint a sobering picture*: 

● 35.4% of children experience sexual abuse 
● The child homicide rate stands at 5.5 per 100,000, above the global average of 4 per 

100,000 



● In the 2022/2023 financial year, 21,447 cases of abuse and neglect were reported 
through the National Child Protection Register 

*Source: saferspaces.org.za 

Bezuidenhout states, "These statistics are not just numbers, they represent real children 
facing life-threatening situations. More than just a doll, the Poppie serves as a conversation 
starter and a highly impactful tool for raising awareness and funds for child protection. It is a 
visual reminder that every child’s story matters. Each doll carries the weight of a real-life 
experience, and through this initiative, we invite communities to respond with compassion, 
courage, and action.” 

How you can support the Poppie Project 

Badisa calls on businesses, schools, and individuals to join the Poppie Project during Child 
Protection Week 2025 by: 

● Purchasing Poppie wristbands (R10 each) for your staff to wear on Friday, 30 May as 
a show of unity 

● Sponsoring wristbands for a local school, allowing all children to participate in our 
Civvie Day 

● Displaying posters or pamphlets in your workplace to spread awareness 
● Sharing your support on social media using @BadisaCharity and the hashtags 

#ChildProtectionWeek2025 and #PoppieProject 
● Purchasing or donating a Poppie doll or merchandise as a symbol of your commitment 

to care 

Says Bezuidenhout, “No child should grow up feeling forgotten. Every conversation and every 
act of care reminds them they are seen, heard, and loved. With your support, we can walk 
alongside them and help them grow into healthy, well-rounded individuals.” 

For more information or to support the Poppie Project contact Badisa at info@badisa.org.za. 

 


